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Education in Latin America, Asia-Pacific, and Middle East
1. Compare and contrast education in Latin America and the Asia-Pacific Region. Include at least three differences and three similarities. 
Education in Latin America and Asia-Pacific region has some similarities as well as differences. The similarities include the great emphasis the governments have placed on education, the increasing demand for better and quality education, and similar educational challenges. First, both Latin American and Asia-Pacific countries consider education important and both governments have heavily invested in learning institutions and opportunities. According to Lehmann (2015), one of the things that characterize the development in both Latin America and Asia-Pacific regions is their enthusiasm and investment in human capacity building.
Secondly, the growing demand for better and quality education in both regions is similar. Unlike the developed countries like America and other European nations, the Asian-Pacific countries and Latin American countries realized the potential benefits that education would contribute to their economic development and growth. As such, different governments undertook various education reforms to ensure that their people have access to quality and better education. For example, in Chile, the government of Augusto Pinochet in the 1990s made serious reforms including improving teaching in schools, enforcing standards, and reducing the bureaucracies in the education system. Also, both regions have faced the same challenges including lack of adequate funding for the education sectors. 
On the other hand, they also have some differences that set them apart. For example, unlike the Latin-American region, the Asian-Pacific countries have heavily invested in education. This, as Lehmann (2015) explains, informs the rapid economic and social development in the Asian-Pacific countries like China and Singapore. Also, the Asian-Pacific countries have invested more in science and mathematics subjects more than the Latin-Americans, which have had a positive impact on the economic growth of these countries. Lastly, unlike the Asian-Pacific countries, Latin-American countries’ education system is characterized by bureaucracies, little attention to priorities, corruption, and political manipulation of the system (Tsunekawa, 2019). 
2. Discuss higher education in the Middle East.
Over the years, the Middle East countries have been increasing their investment in educational opportunities for their population. Even though most of the Middle East residents still look for education, especially higher education, in the West like in the United States, many countries in the region have developed and advanced their higher education systems to accommodate the needs of their population. Today, western education is no longer considered exclusive for Middle East residents, especially in the Arab Emirates (Editorial Team, 2018).
The development and advancement of the higher education system have been influenced by the economic growth and expansion in the region. The governments in the Middle East have refocused their investments and resources to create educational opportunities for their people. Their focus is for their people to receive education in their home countries (Editorial Team, 2018). The Middle East countries have enjoyed the economic benefits associated with natural resources like oil, but they have also come to terms with the idea that such valuable natural resources will be depleted and their population will have to find other ways to survive and continue building their economies. As such, they have come to accept the need for a highly skilled and educated population to continue their progress of globalization (Editorial Team, 2018).
Over the years, Middle East has witnessed an increased number of its population seeking education in the West. However, this does not mean that the region lacked higher education institutions. The trend has been associated with insufficient institutions in the region that could not accommodate the growing population. This is slowly changing as government and educational elites have demonstrated their efforts to transform and bring about initiatives to help create substantial changes in the education system. These groups have shown how the region is seriously considering bridging the gap that exists in its education system by creating more higher learning institutions to serve the need of the population.
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